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We met in sunny Colorado during the fall of 2013 at a Christian 

discipleship school and got to know each other after we were asked 

to stay at the school as interns. We were married in May of 2017 and 

had hopes of growing our family quickly. Unfortunately, we lost two 

little lives through miscarriage in that first year. One overwhelming 

thing we felt through that sorrow was an abundance of God’s peace. 

He was so near.

our story

DEAR EXPECTANT

Through the view of our kitchen window, we can catch glimpses of a 

magnificent 14,000 ft mountain off in the distant Rocky Mountains. 

The view is awe-inspiring, but also a place of difficulty for many who 

attempt to summit the peak. You may be in one of the “rough 

spots” of a hard climb — with many difficult decisions in 

front of you. Yet we also believe that in the place of greatest 

difficulty can come the greatest triumph and beauty.

Momma,
Roughly a year after our 2nd loss, we 

were overjoyed to welcome our bio 

son, Casper, into the world (named 

after a man who helped rescued Jews 

during WWII). There was a bait for 

fear during pregnancy that we would 

lose another, but God used answers 

to a specific prayer prayed by a precious 

lady I (Jess) met while doing Bible studies in 

a local jail to show me that God was upholding 

this pregnancy.

Though we’ve both considered adoption in the past, and been excited 

by the idea, It wasn’t until facing unexplained infertility that we 

began to purposefully pursue it. We are excited about this direction 

that we feel God is leading us in and can’t wait to see what HE will 

do through it!

Though we have never met, and possibly never will, we have been 

praying for you. We honor you as someone trying to chose the best 

option for you and your little one. Please know, whatever your decision, 

you are valued, loved, and pursued by the One who created you. 

We hope the following pages help you to get to know us a little better.

-Brandon + Jess



JESS’S FAMILY HAD THE TRADITION OF DOING AN AFRICAN PRAISE DANCE AT 
THEIR WEDDINGS. HERE’S JESS’S MOM LEADING THE CHARGE AT OUR WEDDING.

A BIT OF OURLove Story
We met at a Christian discipleship training school near the 

foothills of the Rocky Mountains. Certainly a beautiful setting! 

But after a few years of knowing one another (first as students, 

then as interns, and then as employees with the ministry) , 

our love story got off to a bit of a rough start when Brandon 

startled Jess by asking her, “Have you ever considered being 

in a relationship with me?” Jess replied with simple, “no”, and 

wasn’t sure what else to say, and so didn’t say anything else.

Thankfully, the story doesn’t end there! After a few months of 

not-too-awkwardly settling once again into simple friendship, 

Jess’s heart started to change toward Brandon. She had turned 

him down, but he responded by being more joyful! He had to be 

putting Jesus first in his heart for that to happen!

She wasn’t sure what to do about her new-found feelings 

(Brandon said he would never bring up the subject again), so 

she simply prayed about it.

Brandon knew he had said he wouldn’t bring it up again, but he 

felt like Jess’s feelings just might have changed and he had to 

know once and for all. So, he wrote Jess a letter and slipped it in 

her mailbox at the ministry.

As you can see from the pictures above, things went much 

better this time :~)



Above all, we love and follow Jesus Christ. 
Because of that reality, our home is FILLED 
WITH PEACE, joy (and so much of it!), love, 

laughter, giggles, excitement, hope ... the list 
could go on and on! 

To sum it up, our home and our family is  
A PLACE WHERE LIGHT AND LIFE ARE FOUND.

//

PARENTINGStyle

Traditions
WE SEEK TO THREAD OUR LIVES WITH ACTIVITIES 

THAT BRING “SPARKLE” TO EACH SEASON — ADDING 
TO OUR LIVES THINGS THAT ARE PRECIOUS 

AND MEANINGFUL. 

*THE TOWN’S ANNUAL HOT AIR BALLOON LAUNCH 
(PICTURED ABOVE) IS JUST ONE EXAMPLE OF THIS!*

We love being parents of our little boy and are so excited to 

be adopting. As our children grow up, we look forward to 

teaching and guiding them, in addition to providing plenty of 

opportunithy for creativity, growth, fun, and exploration.

a
//

We have a big vision for what parenting and raising children 

can look like and are often seeking out wisdom from families 

a little further on in their journey than us, as well as reading 

books by wise men and women whose children have grown 

up to flourish.



ALL ABOUTJess

Thriving in the everyday 
things of life

3 things that make me smile

I thrive in the simple everyday happenings of our home: 

setting traditions, cultivating beauty, making meals for my 

little family, tending to the garden (we’ve affectionately 

named our property “the littlest orchard” because of how 

many fruit trees I’m trying to squeeze in), & creating an 

environment where childhood wonder can flourish.

I grew up in “The Awesome Mitten” (Michigan), with the best 
family a girl could dream of: loving parents and 5 fun siblings. 
Our days were filled with outdoor imaginative play, giggling, 
homeschooling, summers at a cabin on a lake, and creative 
challenges that my mom thought up. My parents (now lovingly 
called “Grandma” and “Grand-daddy”) were purposeful in 
cultivating a peaceful, fun-loving home that we kids flourished 
in. Their modeling of how parenting works has been the biggest 
influence in how I want to raise my own children.

LONG WALKS AS A FAMILY  
IN THE EVENINGS

L I F E  G R O W I N G  U P :

BALLROOM/SWING DANCING WITH MY GUY!

LEARNING OLD-FASHIONED 
LIFE SKILLS 

I love being a Momma

FIRE STATION FIELD TRIP!

FORAGING FOR 
CRAB APPLES!



VOLLEYBALL TIME!

ROLLER BLADING

WITH OUR CHURCH!

ALL ABOUTBrandon

I want my life to show  
the world who Jesus is

3 things I'm passionate about:

“Can we play some volleyball?” Is a phrase I often say to 

Jess, who generally is happy to oblige. Though I’m not the 

tallest kid on the block, I can hit a mean serve. I’m steadily 

working on my web development side-business so I can 

work fulltime from home and be present in my family’s 

day-to-day life. I don’t want to miss these precious years 

while children are in the home! I also dream of being able to 

return to helping out at the ministry where Jess and I met.

My brothers and I were a tight-knit group growing up, always 
making up epic stories of characters in faraway lands and doing 
all the boy things: sword fighting, exploring outside, video 
games, reading books. My dad  is kind of a jack-of-all-trades and 
taught us a lot of practical life skills: how to landscape, remodel 
homes, work with technology. I was a bit more of a “hermit” in 
my teen years, but God radically got ahold of my life in my 20s 
and now I love to laugh, be a daddy, and beat Jess at pickleball.

HAVING PEOPLE OVER 
 FOR DINNER

L I F E  G R O W I N G  U P :

TELLING JESS, “I LOVE YOU” EVERYDAY

TALKING ABOUT  
BIBLICAL TRUTH

IN THE MOUNTAINS WITH FAMILY



CASPER
Our buddy boy

We always knew if we were given a boy, we’d name him 

Casper: a name inspired by a dutch man in WWII who 

rescued Jews. When he was captured for his efforts, the 

officers gave him a chance to be set free if he would stop 

what he was doing. He boldly responded that he would, “go 

right back to rescuing God’s people” if he was let free.

We don’t know if our little boy will ever be involved in grand 

rescues like Casper ten Boom was, but what a blessing this 

little boy is to us. Funny, cuddly, creative, adventurous, and 

oh so very sweet.

C A S P E R W I L L I A M
M E A N I N G :  T R E A S U R E R

C A S P E R  W I L L I A M
A treasurer of the sacred things of Christ — truth, honor, and purity — 
and resolute protector of those who are weak. One who boldly stands 

in the face of danger at the risk of his life for the sake of others.

R E S O L U T E  P R O T E C T O R

* W H I L E  T A K I N G  C O U C H  C U S H I O N S  O F F  T H E  C O U C H *
C A S P E R :  “ I ’ M  J U S T  G O I N G  T O  G E T  T H I S  

C O M P L I C A T I O N  O U T  O F  H E R E .”

* O N C E  W H E N  S T A N D I N G  O N  O U R  C O F F E E  T A B L E *
C A S P E R :  I  S A Y ,  “ O H  B O Y ! ”  …  B U T  I F  I  W A S  

A  L A D Y ,  I ’ D  S A Y ,  “ O H  L A D Y ! ”

Casper quote:

Casper quote:

THIS BOY LOVES HIS BIKE!MOUNTAIN
EXPLORER



MAKING LIFESparkle
It is such a joy to both find beauty in the mundane as 

well as make space for “adventures” — thus threading our 

lives with sparkle, whether it be simple things like finding 

puddles to splash in with a new pair of rainboots, or bigger 

things like venturing with a group of friends and their kids 

to a big cabin in the Rockies for a whole weekend of all the 

mountainy things.

Here’s just a small glimpse into some of the ways we make 

life special.

Autumn
EVERY YEAR WE DO OUR BEST TO MAKE IT TO THE 

TOWN’S HOT AIR BALLOON LAUNCH. 
THERE’S SOMETHING MAGICAL ABOUT BIKING TO 
THE PARK AT SUNRISE TO WATCH 20+ BALLOONS 

LAUNCH INTO THE BIG BLUE COLORADO SKY.

GRABBING SOME STEAMING MUGS OF COCOA AND 
GOING TO THE BOTANIC GARDEN’S HOLIDAY LIGHT 

DISPLAY IS A YEARLY FAVORITE

Winter

ADVENTURING
TOGETHER

SUMMER CELEBRATIONS!



FAMILY
Extended

We love visiting our family! Brandon’s family is a little 

more scattered about the pacific northwest, which makes 

visiting them all a little more challenging. But, Jess’s family 

all hails from Michigan and each year there is a big family 

get-together at a cabin in the woods. Paddle-boarding 

on the lake, sand volleyball, roasting marshmallows (or 

apples) while swatting mosquitoes, and just enjoying cousin 

playtime together is a highlight for us all.

EXTENDED FAMILY PHOTO TIME!

FAMILY
Local Church&

Having friends who were adopted as well  
will be such a blessing for our children.

Our local church family is just as close as our biological 

family. We love those people! And they, in turn, love us. We 

are blessed to have many people in the church who have 

adopted children — which we believe will help the child(ren) 

we adopt to feel that being adopted is a normal thing.

THANKSGIVING WITH CHURCH FRIENDS!

SNACKS AFTER  
CHURCH WITH A  

LITTLE FRIEND



LOOKING AHEADwith Hope
We are a family that loves to be together! We 
look forward to the coming years, knowing 
that, whatever God has in store for us, He is 

knitting us ever closer together — growing us in 
love for each other. We are excited to add more 

precious little feet into our lives + hearts. 

THANK YOU FOR CONSIDERING US



INFORMATION
BRANDON

JESS

Family

Father’s name: Brandon

Occupation: Web Developer and Internet 
Installation Technician 

Education: High school diploma + self taught 
developer

Religion: Christian - follower of Jesus!

Date of birth: 11.17.1989

Hair color: brown

Eye color: green

Height: 5’6”

Mother’s name: Jessica

Occupation: Stay-at-home momma   
(former graphic designer)

Education: Bachelor’s degree

Religion: Christian - follower of Jesus!

Date of birth: 02.26.1987

Hair color: light brown

Eye color: green

Height: 5’7”

OUR LIFE TOGETHER

Date of marriage: 05.13.2017

Children: Casper, 1.19.2019, biological. 

Funny, cuddly, creative, adventurous, and oh so very sweet. Casper 

is passionate about riding a bike (and is quite good with no training 

wheels), loves learning, and thinks granola bars are the best food 

ever.

Our Interests and Hobbies: Volleyball/pickleball, evening walks,  bike 

riding, reading, strategy games, gardening, ballroom dancing.

Home: Located 30 minutes from the foothills of the majestic 

Colorado Rocky Mountains in a mid-sized town (suburban area). 

Home is cozy and beautiful, with a peaceful, small backyard with 

space to both play and to garden.

Why are you interested in building your family through adoption? 

We have always dreamed of a larger family and all the laughter and 

life children bring. We believe this desire was given to us by God and 

since He is not allowing more children to come naturally at this time, 

we believe He is leading us to grow our family through adoption.

Openness to birthparent(s): Yes! To start, there would be a lot of 

photo sharing, but we desire a solid relationship to be built over 

time where we share in-person meetings and birth parents are 

invited to meaningful celebrations.

Childcare plans: Jess will be a stay-at-home mom. When we want to 

go out on a date, close friends (or Jess’s parents when we are visiting 

Michigan), will be asked to watch the children.



May the Lord bless you & keep you & shine 
His face upon you & give you His peace.

-Brandon and Jess


